Who did what?
Lead a guessing game that connecrs
famous people to their work. Prepare
five flash cards, each bearing the name
of a famons person.

Examples:

Thomas Edison

Hillary Clinton

Tiger Woods

As you hold up each name, ask
learners to idencify what work each
person does or did.

Example:

Tiger Woods—Golf Pro

Discuss briefly what we [earn
about a person by knowing his or hex
occupation,

Biblical who’s who

Expand on the concept of linking
persons to their jobs. This time, shift
the focus to Bible characrers. Direct
learners to work in paizs.

Give each pajr a large index card
on which to write the names of five
Old and New Testament charactess
(exceptions: God, Jesus, Holy Spirit).

Examples:
Isaiah

Eve
Matthew

Ask your learness to pass completed
cards to another group. Then ask each
pair to read the names of the characrers
on the card they have received. Ask
them to identify the role cach characrer
pleyed in God’s plan for salvation.

As they do, they should write that
“occupation” after the characrer’s name,
Example: [saiah—prophet
Discuss the resules of this activiry.
Stress the person and work connection.

The work of angels

Against this backdrop, ask learners
this pivotal question: What job do you
think angels do?

Give learners time to discuss
this question in pairs, Record their
responses on & white board,

Read Luke 1:19: “I am Gabriel,
who stands before God. I'was sent
to speak to you and to announce to
you this good news.” Compare the
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angel’s description of his own work to
learners’ answers,

Together, worlk toward
understanding the explanation found
in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “With their whole beings, the
angels are servants and messengers of

God” (329).

Messages for us

Scripture teaches us that the job of
angels is often to serve God by bringing
his messages to people like Zechariah
{1k 1:8-14), Mary (Lk 1:26-35), and
the shepherds near Bethlehem (Lk
2:8-14). In this concluding exercise,
learners consider how the work of
angels also has mezning for us.

In advance, copy these five messages
announced by the angels ro the
shepherds in Luke 2:8-14. Copy one
message per paper serip and create
cnough strips to provide one message
per pair. (Some pairs will have the same
message. )
= “Do not be afraid.”
= "I proclaim good news of great jov

that will be for all the people.”
= “Today in the city of David 2 savior

has been born for you who is

Messiah and Lord.”
= “This will be a sign for you: You will

find an infant wrapped in swaddling

eAngelsearch

clothes and lying in a manger”

= “Giory to God in the highast and on
earth peace 1o those an whom his
favor rests,”

Distribute the message strips.
Instruc pairs to read their message.
Then they are to wozk together o
determine what the message means—
both to the shepherds and o us. Ask
for volunteers to share their findings
with the entire group.

Use your shared discussion to
establish that the work of the angels
was ta bring an amazing message from
God to the shepherds near Bethlehem,
a message that led them to Jesus.
Discover rogether that today, as clearly
as on that first Chrisemas, it remains
the work of angels, through Seriprure,
to announce the coming of the Savior,
encourage our fairh, call us to worship,

And that’s not fuf ru
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Se-New Volunteer (St. Mary's Press). E-mail
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~ Angels are not simply marvels of the Nativity scene, to be examined .
once a year. Rather, they are cofistant and active participants in- - ..
salvation history appearing throughout Scripture. Encourage your - ‘

. learners to-éxpand thelr understanding of the role of angels in pur','i oz
~ . Catholic faith; Use this angel ssarch or similar searches you create yourself ... -+ . -
| throughoiit the vear, - o Lo s

- Direct learhiefs o discover the presence, and identify the work of angels'in

'+ each-of these passages from the New Testament in the left-hand column below .

(teacher and catechist hinits are in right-and cotumn).
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REDISCOVER THE

IN THE CHRISTMAS GOSPELS

Use the readings of the season to explore the mystery of Jesus birth

{ One of my fondest childhood memo.
{ ries is unpacking the créche every
year and arranging the figures under :
i our family Christmas tree. In this
i insightful article, Janet Schasffler, ;
: OP, gives us some practical, hands-
: on ideas that will help those you :
i teach learn the deep meaning of the |
¢ Nativity =0 NI
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fren whar we do with
Scriprure stories is focns on
the derails rather than the
S core message. For instance,

wirh the creation story, we mighr invite
the learners to draw pictures of whar
God created on each of the six days.
Net 2 wrong activity, but a berrer one
might be one large, magnificent mural
of creation with the words, “God cre-
ated and sew that it was good.”

While exploring the gospel story
of Jesus calming the seas, do we have 2
craft project of making lictle coy boats,
or do we explore what the message of
the story is for ns today '

What is the true message

of Christmas?

So, whar do we do when we come

to the Christmas gospels? Do we
concentrare on the degails and make
replices of the stable with the baby
Jesas and Mary and Joseph? Certainly

iz

needed so thaz we know the story, bur
is there more?

Some thoughrs and guidelines

10 remember:

¢ Reelize and rejoice thac the Holy
Spirit gave us two accounts of the
Christmas events (Matthew and
Luke}); co inverprer them faithfully
is to treat them separately, They
don’t have to be harmonized; they
are not exact hisrorical records.

* Marthew and Luke put together
their gospels, incinding the infancy
gospels, from their faith in the
Resurrecrion. They knew how the
story tuznied our, so theyread Jesus’
death and resurrection into his
life and ministry as well-2s into his
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> Janet Schaeffler; OP

birth. As they wrote abour his birch
it wasn't just about a baby, bur
2bour who Jesus was to become.

¥

o In catechesis, use all of the

Chiristmas gospels, not ust the ones
of Christmas day. Christmas is 2
sezson that [asts until the Baptism
of the Lord; all of the feasts and
their gospels stand together; all

are facets that help us appreciare
the Incarnation—God raking

on humanity and embracing the
human condition,

Christmas magnanimously reminds
us tha Jesus is present with us in our
lives, in our world. This overwhelming

reality sustains us from childhood

through every stage of our lives.

®  Give your learners one-use cameras
or ask them to use their cell phone
cameras. Invire them to-go in search
of sitaarjons, places, gatherings,
and people where they see Jesus
present in the world today. Who
are the people who continue the
Incarnation zoday? What are the
various ways Jeses continues 1o be
present to those in need {to che
sick, the grieving, or the poor, for
example)?

e Agg group, write prayers that Jesus
will be recognized in the various
placeswe live, learn, and play.

The Christmas gospels point to the
! REL{GION TEACHER'S JIGURNAL
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faith azritedes needed for all disciples.

& Invite each one of your learners to
choose one of the people from the
Christrnas gospels (e.g., Elizabeth,
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, the
shepherds, the magi, Simeon,
Anna, John the Baptist). Ask them
to “become” that person. How
did they feel? What qualides ot
characteristics did they need to
respond in their Christmas story?
Come back to roday. How do they
use those qualities today?

In Luke’s infancy narrative, there are
several prayers: 1:46-55; 1:68-79; 2:14;
2:29-32. .

o Why did the peopie pray them?
o Invite your learners to illustrate

the prayers throngh photographs,

drawings, or a PowerPoint

presentation,
o Invite them o write 2 modezn-day
version.

The key to understanding
“incarnation”
The Christmas gospels proclaim that
Jesus became one of ns—a living,
breathing, human being. He became
humar to share in our lives, to show
us how to live, John summarized the
entire story of the birth of Christ with
the sentence: “The word became fesh
and made his dwelling among us”
{1:14; gospel for Christmas morning).
» Invite your learners to have a
conversation: How does it make
you feel to know that Jesus wasa
human being just like you?
¢ Insmall groups, invite your leaners
to do a Scripture search, looking for
places where Jesus talked about or
showed us by example how to live,
e Working in different teams, design
a newspaper centered on “Jesus
shows us how to live” Consider
publishing it for your parish (asa
Christmas gift).

The Christmas gospels foretell that
Jesus is food for 2 hungry world. Jesus
was barn in Berhlehem, which means
“House of Bread” Jesus was laid in a
manger—a food and watering trough
for livestock.
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e Explore with your learners how
these symbols connect with Jesus
as the Bread of Life, his gift to us in
Encharist.

¢ Just as Jesus gives himself to us in
bread, explore how we are called o
give our Jives for a hungry world.

*  Use the Web site Feeding
Minds—Fighting Hunger
(religionteachersjournal.com/
links1109) to provide your
learners with an international
interactive experience of creating
a world free from hunger.

= Kids Can Make 2 Difference
{religionteachersjournal.com/
links1109) is a program that
focuses on the root causes of
hunger and poverty and how
youth can help.

Who would he at Jesus’ birth foday?
Christmas declares chat with Jesus
there is no exclusion. The Canricle
of Zechatiah sounds the theme of
gentle inclusion. The manger scenes,
bequeathed to us by ealy Franciscans,
contain an interesting array of
witnesses to Jesus® birth: the elegant
magi, the shepherds from the fields, the
noisy animals.
o IfJesus were born today, who might
be in the Nathty scéne? Draw or
construct a Nativicy scene of' today.

Are there laws thar mighs keep
somme people our? Who do you
think Jesus would wanr there?

Luke’s infancy narrative tells us of the
poverty of Christ and the simplicity to
which we are all called.
+ Invite your learners o read Luke’s
full infancy narrative, looking for
what it says about the simplicity of
Jesus’ eatly days.
+ Explore ways to live simply and
howr that would affect others,
the carth. These Web sites might
help. All links are available at
religiongeachersjournal.com/
hnl\s 1109:
Affluensa.org

» Alternatives for Simple Living

® Fifty Possible Ways to Challenge
Ovez-Commercialism

r New American Dream

* The Simple Living Networle &u

Janet Schaeffier, OP, is associate
director of adult faith farmation in
the Office for Faith Formation and
Catechetics, Archdidcese of Detrolt, An au-
thor of many catechetical articles and re-
sources, her recent book is Crestive
Connections for Catechists from A 1o Z:
Catholic Social Teaching (Twenty-Third
Publications),
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